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School
District

Recovery Progress Issues Still
Present

Student Enrollment Future Planning

Aplington-
Parkersburg

 School started on time
 9 classrooms in portable buildings
 High school sharing middle

school building
 New practice gym complete
 Constructing new high school –

plan to use classrooms next
school year

 Compiling
inventory
claims

 Designing new
high school
has been
time-
consuming

Loss of 2 students Long-term
planning made
possible by
insurance, FEMA,
and statewide
penny assistance

Cedar
Rapids

 School began as planned August
26

 Located and enrolled most
students, and provided
transportation if necessary

 Taylor Elementary School to
open 09-10 school year

 Central administration currently
housed in modular buildings

 Involved in cooperative
community team for holistic
recovery planning

 Transportation
expenses
above normal

 500 homeless
children

 Expect mental
health and
physical health
issues to
continue to
emerge

 378 fewer
students than last
year; 180 of those
students likely due
to the flood

 Speculating slow
decline in
enrollment
because of
ongoing mobility

 School should
be involved with
community
disaster
planning

 Access all
assistance early
– FEMA, Army
Corps of
Engineers and
others

Columbus  All but complete
 School assisted in recovery for

other organizations/businesses;
community doctor still located in
school building

Waiting for
FEMA check for
identified and
credited items of
reimbursement

35 fewer students
than previous year,
mostly economic-
related and not
flood-related

Include school in
planning sessions
for community-
wide response
plans

Mason City  All buildings have been restored
to pre-flood condition

 Timeliness of
claims paid
from insur.
company and

 6 students
displaced

 Received 4

More
environmental
conservation



School District Progress Report
Rebuild Iowa Education Task Force
October 14, 2008

2

FEMA students from
other districts

Waverly-
Shell Rock

 Slow but moving
 Attendance center at the mall; still

working to ensure that it is a
sufficient space

 Timeliness of
funding

 Discrepancy in
estimated
damages
between
FEMA and
architects

 Trying to think
creatively
about getting
buildings out
of the
floodplain

Certified student
enrollment is up by
20 students, and
actual headcount is
up by 70 students

Hazard mitigation





“We shape our dwellings, and
afterward our dwellings shape our

lives.”

Sir Winston
Churchill, 1960

What We Are Doing

Taking action, (greening up) to ensure that
the division's current programs, efforts,
and initiatives dealing with community
growth and development have an
environmentally conscious approach and
that they recommend and implement
policies that promote sustainability.



Agenda

• Opportunities Before Us
• School Rating Systems/Design Guides
• Building Sharing Approaches
• Resources

Opportunities Before Us

• Increase wellness/activity
• Improve land use – better integrated land use
• Develop shared community resources
• Build for today and tomorrow’s uses
• Improve student performance and staff retention
• Lower operating and maintenance costs
• Meet climate change and energy goals/mandates



School Rating Systems/Design Guides

• Integrated design
• Location
• Energy
• Water
• Materials
• Indoor environment
• Operations and maintenance

School Rating Systems/Design Guides

• USGBC LEED for Schools
– http://www.usgbc.org/

• Iowa Green Streets Criteria
– http://www.iowalifechanging.com/community/

• ASHARE Advanced Energy Design Guide for
Schools
– http://www.ashrae.org/publications/page/1555

• Collaborative for High Performance Schools – CA
– http://www.chps.net/

http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.iowalifechanging.com/community/
http://www.ashrae.org/publications/page/1555
http://www.chps.net/


School Rating Systems/Design Guides

• High Performance Guidelines: Triangle Region
Public Facilities – NC
– http://www.innovativedesign.net/guidelines.htm

• National Best Practices Manual for Building High
Performance Schools – DOE
– http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy08osti/31545.pdf

• Guide for Daylighting Schools
– http://www.innovativedesign.net/guidelines.htm

School Rating Systems/Design Guides

• Iowa Sustainable Design & Construction
Standards
– SF 517
– The commissioner, …shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A

specifying standards and requirements for sustainable design
and construction based upon or incorporating nationally
recognized ratings, certifications, or classification systems, and
procedures relating to documentation of compliance.

– http://www.dps.state.ia.us/commis/pib/Releases/2008/09-29-
2008_DesignStandardsAdvisory.htm

http://www.innovativedesign.net/guidelines.htm
http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy08osti/31545.pdf
http://www.innovativedesign.net/guidelines.htm
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/commis/pib/Releases/2008/09-29-


Design and Siting Considerations

• Create Range of Housing Opportunities and Choices
• Create Walkable Neighborhoods
• Encourage Community and Stakeholder Collaboration
• Foster Distinctive, Attractive Communities with a Strong Sense of Place
• Make Development Decisions Predictable, Fair and Cost Effective
• Mix Land Uses
• Preserve Open Space, Farmland, Natural Beauty and Critical

Environmental Areas
• Provide a Variety of Transportation Choices
• Strengthen and Direct Development Towards Existing Communities
• Take Advantage of Compact Building Design

Schools & Community Shared Space
Benefits include:
• stronger social networks between schools and

communities;
• better availability of sports, arts and other facilities;
• more community involvement in school activities and

young people’s learning;
• new and creative learning environments;
• financial savings by sharing costs; and
• improved school security and reduced vandalism.



Schools & Community Shared Space

• Put the “public” back in public education and
connect to the community

• Trenton, NJ
• North Richland Hills, TX
• Julia Richman Education Complex
• School of Environmental Studies –Apple Valley, MN
• Firebird School – Amersfoort, NL

– Five primary schools, daycare, preschool, community center, cafe
– www.joinedupdesignforschools.com or www.oecd.org

Schools & Community Shared Space

State of Victoria - Australia
• Schools as Community Facilities - Policy

Framework and Guidelines
• Shared Facility Partnerships - a Guide to Good

Governance for Schools and the Community
• Hire agreements
• License Agreements
• Development & Joint Use Agreements

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/infrastructure/shareduse.htm

http://www.joinedupdesignforschools.comor/
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/infrastructure/shareduse.htm


Other Resources
• Fifty for Fifty – www.usgbc.org
• BE Smart – www.energy.iowa.gov
• CDBG – www.iowalifechanging.com/community
• Utilities - www.iowalifechanging.com/community/resources/energy.html

• DNR – www.iowadnr.com/energy/index.html
• DesignShare – www.designshare.com

Other Resources

• Future of School Siting, Design and
Construction in Delaware
– http://dspace.udel.edu:8080/dspace/bitstream/19716/40

/1/school_infrastructure_rep.pdf

• OECD Program on Educational Building
– www.oecd.org

• Designing Quality Learning Spaces
– http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/S

choolOperations/PropertyManagement/StateSchools/Pe
rformingClassrooms/DesigningQualityLearningSpaces.a
spx

http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.energy.iowa.gov/
http://www.iowalifechanging.com/community
http://www.iowalifechanging.com/community/resources/energy.html
http://www.iowadnr.com/energy/index.html
http://www.designshare.com/
http://dspace.udel.edu:8080/dspace/bitstream/19716/40
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/S


Other Resources

• High-Performance School Buildings
Resource & Strategy Guide

Publisher: Sustainable Buildings Industry Council
Pub. Date: April 2008
ISBN-13: 978-0-9762073-9-9
Edition: Third
112pp
– www.sbicouncil.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=115

Things to Consider
• Location

– Walk able/bike able
– hazard mitigation
– close to services

http://www.sbicouncil.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=115


Things to Consider

• Multiple purposes
– Wellness, community center, café, library, daycare,

preschool, senior centers, medical clinics, etc

• Designed for future uses
– Schools today, senior housing tomorrow
– Moveable walls

Things to Consider

• Consider Maryland’s criteria
– Projects should not encourage sprawl

development
– Projects should not be located in agricultural

preservation areas…unless other options are
not viable and the project’s development will
have no negative effect on future growth and
development in the area



Things to Consider

• Maryland continued…
– Projects should encourage revitalization of

existing facilities, neighborhoods, and
communities

– Projects should be located in developed areas
or in a locally designated growth area

– Projects should be served by existing or
planned water, sewer, and other public
infrastructure

Things to Consider



Things to Consider
TOP TEN STRATEGIES FOR BUILDING “SMART SCHOOLS” TO

ENCOURAGE WALKING AND BIKING TO SCHOOL
– Building Schools, Building Communities – Center for Cities & Schools
– http://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu/reports/Building-Schools-Building-Communities-CA.pdf

• Strategy #1: Build smaller schools. Half of all U.S. schools enroll more
than 1000 students.

• Strategy #2: Eliminate minimum acreage standards for school sites.

• Strategy #3: Locate schools close to the students they serve.

• Strategy #4: Preserve and renovate existing neighborhood schools.
Funding and other policies often incentivize school districts to build
new schools in suburban locations rather than renovate existing
schools in older neighborhoods.

Things to Consider
• Strategy #5: Locate schools on walkable roads. Schools often get

located on major thoroughfares that lack pedestrian enhancements

• Strategy #6: Increase “pedestrian route directness” around schools.
Suburban cul-de-sac street layouts typically make walking distances
longer and force travelers onto high-speed arterial roads.

• Strategy #7: Provide sidewalks or crosswalks..

• Strategy #8: Upgrade inadequate sidewalks.

• Strategy #9: Encourage and support walking and biking to school. For
example, adopt Safe Routes to School programs.

• Strategy #10: Do not base school siting decisions solely on the desire
for massive athletic facilities.

http://citiesandschools.berkeley.edu/reports/Building-Schools-Building-Communities-CA.pdf


Things to Consider

• To attract and retain teachers, Santa Clara
School District in California invested $6 million to
build 40 low-rent apartments for new teachers
on land occupied by a school that was closed
(Folmar, 2002, p. 1). This strategy can reduce
teacher turnover and provide income for the
district.

“As we build, so we live.”
Richard Register, EcoCities



Jeff Geerts
515-242-5907

Jeff.geerts@iowalifechanging.com
www.iowalifechanging.com/community

Green Building Examples –
Central Pods

mailto:Jeff.geerts@iowalifechanging.com
http://www.iowalifechanging.com/community
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